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In early life his subjectivity was purely emotional ;
now the insistence was on intellect. Epigrams,
gnomic verses, now recalling Blake, now the Japan-
ese hokku, prove the completeness of his mastery.
He could face the spectacle of the artist at odds with
life coolly (The Choice), while death seemed no
longer a triumphant victor.

The freeing of his spirit is revealed in the many
songs of young love, as in Words for Music Perhaps.
In A Woman Toung and Old the thin music of Housman
swells to a richer cadence. His pilgrimage was
a long one, but he at last conquered the craving
for a mystical experience ; in a brief dialogue
expressing the victory of the Heart over the Soul,
he announced both the conflict of his life and its
resolution :

The Soul.    Seek out reality, leave things that seem . . .

Look on that fire, salvation walks within.
The Heart. What theme had Homer but original sin ?

More and more in the last years he strove after
a new " popular " poetry adapting the song, the
true ballad (The Three Bushes} > and the broadside
(Roger Casement] according to the formula " Music,
the natural words in the natural order," so that he
fulfilled as never before the ideal he had shared
with Synge and Lady Gregory :

All that we did, all that we said or sung

Must come from contact with the soil, from that

Contact everything Antaeus-like grew strong.

The " soil ** might be the wild moods of drunkards,
crazed girls, revolutionaries, but in the main it was